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CONFIDENTIAL SYDNEY 0574 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, AS 

SUBJ: SNEDDEN-FRASER CONFRONTATION 

1. IN CONVERSATION WITH PRESIDENT N.S.W. LIBERAL PARTY 
JOHN ATWILL, HE INDICATED THAT WHEREAS A WEEK AGO SNEDDEN 
WAS IN A WEAK POSITION, HE HAS GAINED CONSIDERABLY IN 
RECENT DAYS AND HE ESTIMATES THE ODDS ON TOMORROW'S 
LIBERAL PARTY VOTE ABOUT 50-50. SNEDDEN'S POSITION HAS IMPROVED 
WITH THE DECLARATION OF SUPPORT BY SEVERAL LIBERAL FRONT- 
BENCH HEAVYWEIGHTS. ATWILL DISPUTES THE FRASER CAMP'S ESTIMATE 
REPORTED IN THE AUSTRALIAN TODAY, THAT FRASER WOULD GET 10 OF 
THE N.S.W. VOTES VERSUS FIVE FOR SNEDDEN. ATWILL GUESSES THE 
TRUE VOTING BY THE N.S.W. CONTINGENT MIGHT BE IN REVERSE WITH 

10 GOING TO SNEDDEN. HE NAMED FIVE PROBABLES FOR FRASER. 

FIRST, WENTWORTH AND MC MAHON WHO HE THOUGHT WERE AUTOMATIC 
VOTES AGAINST SNEDDEN AND THEN CONNOLLY, RUDDOCK AND HOWARD 
WHOM HE DESCRIBED AS "YOUNG FELLAS". ATWILL SAYS THAT FRASER'S 
STRENGTH MAINLY RESTS ON YOUNG BACKBENCHERS WHO FIND IT 
FASHIONABLE TO TAKE CONSERVATIVE OR RIGHT-WING ATTITUDES, 
WHEREAS SNEDDEN’S SUPPORT IS FROM THE OLDER MORE SEASONED 
MEMBERS WHO RECOGNIZE THE DESIRABILITY OF A MORE PRAGMATIC 
MIDDLE-OF-THE-ROAD APPROACH. 

2. REGARDLESS OF WHO WINS, ATWILL THINKS THE EFFECT OF THE 
CHALLENGE WILL BE DESTABLIZING ON THE LIBERAL PARTY WHICH 
SEEMS, HE SAID, TO BE DUPLICATING THE LABOR PARTY'S INTERNAL 
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FACTIONALISM DURING ITS YEARS OUT OF POWER. HE BELIEVES, 
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HOWEVER, THAT A FRASER VICTORY WILL HAVE MORE SERIOUS DIVISIVE 
EFFECTS THAN A SNEDDEN VICTORY. 

HANNAH 
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